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RACISM RISING

Playing the race card

As the ‘peace process’ hits yet another brick wall, the rise of racism in the north is viewed by some as the price we will have to pay for ‘normalisation’, as though the blow-torch of sectarian invective will simply switch its focus on another set of blameworthies, marked out as somehow ‘different’. In fact, with the recent electoral success of Sinn Fein and the DUP, the north is facing months, if not years, of continued polarisation. Racists from the WNP (White Nationalist Party), the BNP (British Nazi Party) and others are not, however, waiting for one –ism (sectarianism) to leave by the back door before breaking into the house with another.   

Racism in our society is not a new phenomenon: ethnic groups have experienced institutionalised racism and racist attacks throughout the ‘troubles’.  Travellers have been and continue to be among the most discriminated against groups in Irish society north and south.  What cannot be doubted is that racism must be tackled.

Statistics 

The dramatic rise in the number of "racial incidents" in the north over recent years is illustrated clearly by statistics.  Between 1996 and 1999, more than 350 race-motivated attacks were reported, a 400% increase on the previous period.  The number of attacks on children also doubled - rising from 8.5% of total attacks in 1996 to more than 16% in 1999. The annual total increased from 186 to 269 incidents between 1999 and 2000 - a rise of 45%.  Over the last two years these high levels of attack have continued.  226 racial incidents were reported between April 2002 and April 2003, with 185 such attacks in the previous year.  Also, due to victims’ fears over coming forward and their lack of confidence in the police tackling racist violence, the official statistics are likely to significantly understate the extent of the problem.

The truth is that Northern Ireland is fast-becoming the race-hate capital of Europe, breaking the UK’s record for the number of racist attacks: spitting and stoning in the street, human excrement on doorsteps, swastikas on walls, pipe bombs, arson, the ransacking of houses with baseball bats and crow bars, and white supremacist leaflets nailed to front doors. 

Attacks

In the last few months, the Chinese community, the largest ethnic minority in the north, and which has had a presence here since the 1960s, has borne the brunt of most of these attacks. A local estate agent in the Village area of south Belfast has been warned not to accommodate ‘Chinese, Blacks, or Asians’. Ten tenants have already been forced out via a systematic campaign of racial abuse. Last month, Ugandan and Romanian families were burned out. A six-foot plank was hurled through the front window of the home of a Pakistani woman who was eight months pregnant. She and her brother-in-law had moved in just twelve hours earlier. A Swedish family were burned out of their homes in Lurgan, presumably because they spoke with an accent (!), and a few miles away in Portadown there is continuing friction around the proposal to build a mosque in the area. 

Role of loyalism?

With the standing down of the South Belfast commander of the UVF, following the racist attacks in the Village area, denials of loyalist paramilitary involvement ring hollow.  Earlier in the year David Ervine, in an interview with Matthew Collins published in the February edition of Searchlight magazine, stated that he was in no position to  “legislate for arseholes” and that;

“Racism is not acceptable to me and the UVF leadership has assured me that they are not going to sanction racist attacks, nor am I going to stand by and allow it to go unchallenged.”

Links have and do undoubtedly exist between loyalism and fascism, both are ideologically based on British nationalism.  While perhaps the leadership of loyalism may, in the words of Patrick Yu of the Chinese Welfare Association, “seem very serious” about taking responsibility and confronting racism it remains to be seen just how effective people like Ervine will be in confronting racism.  They have already stated that the BNP is welcome to stand here – while of course denying that they will get many votes.  Whether the standing down of the UVF commander who “sanctioned” racist attacks in the Village puts a stop to such attacks remains to be seen.   
According to a report in the Observer newspaper (December 28th 2003), a leading UDA figure in the area stated;

 “…he would not tolerate or sanction any attacks on the ethnic minority community by any of his members.” 

South Belfast DUP spokesperson Mark Robinson has claimed that it was merely a coincidence that racist attacks were taking place in loyalist areas.   Even after the attack on the home of a Muslim family, and death threats against Muslim leaders in Craigavon, some local councillors were still denying that there was any racism there.  Former Unionist Party Mayor Fred Crowe said;

"I do not accept that there is racism in Craigavon.  It would be better if the police did their job in the area and concentrated on paramilitaries and drug dealers."

The PUP have supported Filipino workers in Antrim, and recently issued a joint statement with NICEM condemning racist attacks.  A small number of loyalists were also present at the recent anti-racist rally in Belfast.  Many loyalists are undoubtedly sincere in their anti-racism and identify fascism and nazism as ideologies which many of their parents and grandparents died to rid the world of in W.W.II.

Combat 18, the WNP and two BNP's

Combat 18 (a violent paramilitary nazi organisation named after the position of Adolf Hitler’s initials in the alphabet) banners have been reported at Seaview football ground.  Nick Griffin, British National Party (who have tried to recast themselves as the respectable face of British fascism) leader, has been reported as visiting ‘disaffected’ loyalists in recent weeks.  The White Nationalist Party, a split from the British Nationalist Party, have according to the Sunday Life newspaper, been recruiting throughout north Antrim, mainly in Ballymena, but with cells also in Portadown and south Belfast.  Another of the groups currently circulating hate literature is the November 9 Society. Also known as the British Nazi Party, the group takes its name from the anniversary of Kristallnacht - the night in 1938 when Nazi mobs went on the rampage throughout Germany, killing almost 100 Jews and destroying thousands of Jewish-owned businesses. The BNP is thought to be preparing to target Dungannon and the area covered by South Tyrone borough council, where there is a growing population of Portuguese migrant workers.

Both the WNP and British Nazi Party have denied responsibility for the recent increase in racial tension. One source for the BNP has claimed that:

 "The people who go out to commit those type of acts are unhinged. And whether they read our literature, or anyone else's literature, if they are that way inclined that's what they will do."

So when the words (hinged, naturally!) on the leaflet say:

"Asylum seekers would be asked to leave immediately; if they refused they would be marched to the coast, by the Army, and told to swim"

…anyone reading the words, agreeing with them, and attempting to put them into action are somehow ‘unhinged’ while the authors are not.(?) (Sunday Life, July 13th 2003).

The Far Right on the move?

Tactically, the far right wants to be in place and ready to capitalise politically on any “explosion” in the number of asylum-seekers entering the North. Already the government and media across the UK and Ireland are doing much of the ground work for them – with regular scare stories about “gypsy invasions”, “floods of immigrants”, “maternity tourism”  and “welfare scroungers”. 

The far right’s key date will be the summer of 2005 when local government elections are scheduled, with speculation that the BNP, NF and WNP will try to repeat some of the election successes of the British National Party in England.

As libertarian communists, members of Organise! and others in the north, need to rise to the challenge. We are aware of how racism is used to scapegoat failed economic policies, and to divide our class. We need to counter this with our own vision of multi-culturalism, flourishing in a world without borders, and without the fiction of racial difference.

Al
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Welcome to the second issue of Working Class Resistance. The appearance of this publication marks the coming together of the Anarcho-Syndicalist Federation, Anarchist Federation, Anarchist Prisoner Support and a number of individuals to create a more effective and better resourced class struggle anarchist organisation across Ireland. Together we have created a new organisation, Organise!, with local groups and individual members across Ireland.

Working Class Resistance is a bi-monthly publication, through it we hope to help spread anarchist ideas and news from the class struggle across Ireland. We are a small organisation and to continue to improve both the content and distribution of the bulletin we need your help.

Write articles about struggles you are involved in.  If you don’t feel you can write a short article get in touch to let us know what’s happening.  You could also send us some press releases.

Distribute Working Class Resistance.  Take a bundle of 10, 20 or more to distribute in your area, to workmates or friends.  
Support our press fund.  This bulletin doesn’t print itself and needs financial support to ensure it remains regular and well distributed.  Make a donation to our press fund, cheques payable to Organise! (mark the envelope ‘Press Fund’).

Get involved, if you like what you’ve read and would like to become more involved see the contacts list on page 7.  You can also write to or email us for information on joining Organise!
NO HUMAN BEING IS ILLEGAL SUPPORT IMMIGRANTS

Over two thousand took to the streets in protest against rising racist attacks in the north and attended the anti-racist rally at Belfast City Hall on Tuesday 27th of January.  Members and supporters of Organise! joined our fellow workers in condemning racist attacks and in calling for action to confront racists and fascists.  The following is the text of a leaflet produced by Organise! and handed out to hundreds of those present at the rally.  

“Racist attacks, and recent organising by British fascist groups in working class loyalist areas, are set against a campaign by ‘respectable’ politicians and media to demonise and criminalise immigrants.  The term “illegal immigrant” has joined other racial slurs, becoming a general term of abuse for foreigners and people from ethnic communities in Northern Ireland, Britain and the Irish Republic.  As yet another pregnant woman was targeted by racist thugs in South Belfast Tony Blair spoke of the growing numbers of women immigrants coming to the UK as “maternity tourists” to exploit “our” strained and under-funded NHS (so who’s responsible for the under-funding, eh Tony?). 

Anarchists believe in equality between all people regardless of where there ancestors may be from, what colour their skin is, or where they were born.  We are struggling for a world with no borders were people are free to travel the world and settle where they wish – this is not a freedom that should be extended only to capital and wealthy elites who, supported by nation states, continue to subject humanity to exploitation, domination and coercive authority. 

Today Fortress Europe, with border controls, armed guards and concentration camps is alive and kicking.  This has brutal consequences for those seeking escape from persecution – often fleeing western sponsored oppressive regimes.  Institutionalised racism is occurring in our own backyard.  All forms of public transport from Belfast to Dublin are regularly searched by immigration control and garda carrying out racist government policy and questioning, harassing, detaining and barring entry to ‘Ireland’ from the north on the basis of skin colour.  Refugees are shamefully interned in our own local concentration camp at Maghaberry.

Governments utilise racism deliberately to divert working-class people’s anger away from the real causes of their problems. Problems such as poverty, housing shortages, and unemployment have all been blamed on immigrants. Racism is used by capitalism as a tool in dividing the working class and weakening class unity, collective action and class struggle, because this threatens their privilege and authority. 

The real ‘spongers’ and ‘parasites’ are not immigrants but the tiny boss class who live off other people’s labour, sweat and toil. Immigrants bring a wealth of experience, culture and make a contribution to society and the economy, often suffering harsher conditions and exploitation than ‘native’ working class people. We must also remember that millions of working class people have migrated from Ireland – north and south – in search of a better life, fleeing inequality, injustice and poverty, over the past couple of hundred years.

In confronting racism we must build class unity.  We reject cross class alliances simply because there can be no common interests between workers and the bosses. We need to expose and attack the institutions which are legitimising racism in our society, we need to stand up against racist bullies and fascists carrying out attacks on people from ethnic minorities. Central to this is the need to physically and ideologically confront fascism and the building of opposition to the system of wage slavery and exploitation which promotes racist scape-goating and the criminalisation of immigration.

Our goal is social equality and freedom for all people. Racism is motivated and perpetuated by greed, promoted by those in power, and is festering in ignorance and misplaced fear. We demand a world free for travel for humanity, not the exploitation of global capitalism, a world free from borders and controls on our movements. We seek to abolish governments, which create and maintain division on behalf of a few wealthy and powerful people, in favour of autonomous, self-governing, communities which co-ordinate their efforts through de-centralised federations. Doing away with capitalism, bosses and politicians and returning the control of work to those who produce the wealth of society, the working class.”
ORGANISE! Belfast Launch

Sunday 25th of January saw a successful official launch of Organise! in Belfast.  The event gathered libertarian and anarchist activists from across Belfast, however members of Organise! in Belfast have already been active prior to our official launch.

Among other things we have taken part in the student No Fees demo in October, the Belfast Anti-War Movement protest at Queens University Belfast’s wining and dining of Colonel Tim Collins’ of Iraqi war infamy, joined over 2000 people on the Anti-Racist rally in Belfast on the 27th of January, and recently joined Organise! members in Derry in marking the state murder of 13 civil rights demonstrators on Bloody Sunday 1972.

We are holding fortnightly local meetings and following our successful launch we now have members and contacts across the city. 

We are involved in campaigning against the introduction of water tax in the north, in campaigning against racism, supporting workers in struggle and in work within our trade unions and workplaces.

We are also in the process of assisting with the setting up of a libertarian communist/anarchist society at Queens University Belfast, so if anyone reading this is interested and a student at Queens University Belfast get in touch.

Dublin Launch

The official Dublin launch of Organise! took place on Saturday, February 7th. Present were members from north and south of the border as well as activists from Anarchist Prisoner Support, the Workers Solidarity Movement, the Magpie Collective and other individuals. 


Organise! clarified its aims and principles as well as discussing some of the campaigns in which it is already involved and hopes to get involved in the future. Discussion afterwards was also very productive. 


Overall, a very positive evening and hopes of improved communication and mutual support between all organisations present.

WORKERS SUSPENDED AS GOVERNMENT WEIGH IN AGAINST STRUGGLE FOR FAIR PAY

As we go to press Government and bosses have made good their threats of disciplinary action against workers fighting for an end to poverty pay in the Civil Service.  Seven workers – all from the same department have been suspended for taking part in a work to rule.  Four of the seven are shop stewards.  This is clearly an attempt to break the union, NIPSA, and the resolve of its members in the CSA.

The original threats threatening the withdrawal of flexible working arrangements and other disciplinary action against workers taking part in the pay dispute was met with a wildcat walkout by thousands of NIPSA members on 5th February.  This hardened the resolve of workers and increased support for the ‘official’ strike the next day.

It appears that the management offensive has been deliberately concentrated on workers in the CSA who are regarded by management as a particularly troublesome and militant section of the union and the dispute.  A member of Organise! talked to an activist from that department on Wednesday the 18th of February.  Shortly afterwards it was reported that senior management had decided to award themselves an additional 2% while the 3.67% imposed by management.  Organise! believe it is time to escalate the strike action building to week long day stoppages. Pressure needs to be maintained on the union leadership to ensure this dispute is fought effectively.  The whole NIPSA membership should be taking action in support of this dispute while workers in other areas need to provide practical solidarity and support.

Could you tell me a bit about the background to the dispute, why are civil servants across the north engaged in industrial action?

We are on this path because the Government has decided that we do not need a fair and reasonable pay rise for 2003.  It is also to do with protecting our future terms and conditions, while senior management have awarded themselves between 4% and 9% plus bonuses of between £3,000 and £6,000 per year the average admin officer must make do with an increment of £500 for the year and absolutely no cost of living allowance.  Most of the people involved in the dispute are on £10,000 a year.

The Government and senior management have gone on the offensive against workers taking action in order to break the strike and prolong poverty pay.  What is your response to the Finance Ministers announcement that industrial action is futile and that there is no money available to meet the workers demands?

The point here is that initially management offered a 5.57% rise with strings.  Strings which were not disclosed to the union.  We know that these strings would not have improved our terms and conditions so on our refusal to accept them the offer was withdrawn.  A ‘pay rise’ was then imposed on us at nowhere near the original 5.57% offered.  If there is no more money then where has the money gone?  Or perhaps it was, like the Weapons of Mass Destruction in Iraq, never really there in the first place.  My response to this is that we must stand firm in the knowledge that we are not going to be bullied by a bunch of overpaid managers with no grasp of living on poverty wages.

So far seven of your fellow workers have been suspended for taking part in a work to rule, what impact has this had on them and workers in the Civil Service in general?

These workers were given one hour to seek union guidance and then decide whether to end their work to rule or be suspended from duty without pay.  Each one of them decided that they would take the suspension.  This sends the message that we will not be intimidated by naked aggression nor will we give in to illegal management tactics.  The mission statement of the CSA is that child poverty must be eradicated – one of the people suspended is pregnant.  This shows perfectly the CSA’s commitment to the welfare of children.  There’s a load of people who have lost their flexi-time and must now work 9.00 am to 5.00 pm, even though we are supposed to provide a service to the public from 8.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m..  How can we provide this service if we are not allowed in before 9.00 a.m. and must leave again at 5.00 p.m.?  Again the CSA shows its caring side.

What support have these seven received from their fellow workers in their own department and across the Civil Service?

They have received solid backing from workers in this department and a pledge that we will find the funds to alleviate their circumstances.  We have had great support from many offices across the DSD and remain in constant contact with these branches to keep them up dated on any developments.

Have the moves by senior management/Government weakened the resolve of workers in this struggle?

Not at all.  The example set by these seven workers who have been suspended has galvanised support and strengthened our resolve.  We will not be defeated by a management with their heads in the clouds and no firm grasp on reality.

Can you win this struggle?

Yes we can.  With a united workforce and a strong union.

Bearing in mind the escalation of the dispute by management/Government what do you see as the next step for workers in taking this dispute forward?

The only way to take this struggle forward, in my opinion, is for the union to escalate the industrial action.  We need all out strike action – five days at a time!  The time has passed for one day strikes here and there.  We must now get as aggressive with management as they have become with us.  When this happens I would call on members of the public and fellow workers to attend the picket lines to show their solidarity with us.

Jason
£1,300 FOR WATER – WE CAN’T PAY WE WON’T PAY

The government are pushing ahead with plans for water reform which will see massive job losses, the running down of services and the introduction of charges for water use.

Water charges for Northern Ireland are set to be amongst the highest in the UK as the Department for Regional Development lay the ground work for a charging regime aimed at making the water service here ‘self financing’.

The charging regime is likely to be based on property value and there will be no exemptions.  A 25% discount has been suggested for people claiming certain benefits, while the charge will be increased across the board to subsidise this ‘assistance’.  In fact assisting the poorest and most vulnerable in our society is not at all what this is about, rather, it is a cynical manipulation in an attempt to secure greater public and political acceptance.

Charges are set to be the highest in the UK – bearing in mind that sewerage and water charges in Scotland are around £1,300 per year!

Meanwhile the new Water Services boss is on a salary of £150,000 plus bonuses to ensure they push this through.

The foundation for the charging regime is to be laid in April with the entire infrastructure in place for April 2006.  In the meantime the Water Service aim to cut 350 jobs initially and centralise work.  The total number of jobs lost could be up to 900.  Job losses and centralisation of services will further erode services in outlying and rural districts.

While Minister John Spellar has stated that privatisation is not an option ALL the options being looked at are privatisation by different means.

The Coalition Against Water Charges is organising a series of rallies in towns and cities across the north culminating in a rally against water charges in Belfast in May.  Organise! will be supporting these events and working to build a mass campaign based on non-payment.

While the implementation process may have been delayed slightly while the DRD work on their charging regime we can’t fool ourselves into thinking that we can relax our opposition.  We must seize the moment and actively build a campaign across working class communities to defeat the water tax.

Thatcher’s Poll Tax and more recently attempts to impose water charges in the south were both defeated by mass direct action and non-payment, only such a campaign will defeat the water tax here.  Working class people can’t afford to pay for their water twice (ignore the lies that we don‘t pay for our water, we do, in our rates).  We can’t afford to subsidise privatisation.

We can’t pay and we won’t pay!  This must be the clear message of the campaign against water charges.

Jason
DIRECT ACTION AT SHANNON WARPORT

“We are united by dissatisfaction, rebellion, the desire to do something, by non-conformity”- Zapatistas’

My first encounter on route to the Shannon airport base came the previous night when the public bus I was travelling on was pulled over by the repressive forces of the Irish State and two coloured people were blatantly singled out and ordered to show some form of ID to the Garda and Immigration Control. I raised an objection to this degrading form of institutionalised racism and was angrily told “shut your mouth up”.  As most people are aware this is a frequent occurrence on public transport when crossing the border.  It is also the essence of a militarised Fortress Europe and all its weapons of repression and isolation.

The next morning a couple of buses left from Liberty Hall in Dublin including the UCD bus which I travelled on.  Despite the heavy police presence and thorough search of buses just outside Shannon we managed to safely arrive at our destination.  There were at least 600 on the main blockade comprising a variety of political groupings who felt collective direct action was the most positive and effective method of showing opposition to the occupation of Iraq and US military refuelling at Shannon.   I decided to go with the ‘Black bloc’ contingent which was much more liberating, creative and empowering then just marching from A to B and then going back home.  The struggle for freedom and liberty must be through the school of freedom! 

As we arrived we realised there would be an unpredictably tough battle ahead due to the repressive police measures – but they never managed to break our determination for human passion and liberty.

Our original plan was to get as close to the perimeter fence as possible but although attempts were made this proved to be unsuccessful on the day.  There were around 100 on the bloc made up of Grassroots Network against the War (GNAW) who separated into affinity groups with maps of the area, which facilitated grassroots democracy and autonomous direct action.  As we marched from Aldi to the first roundabout we decided to go into the woodland beside us to evade the cops but that failed because it left us back at square one although it was an amusing and adventurous journey.  On the main road to Shannon warport, we attempted several times to get behind the Garda cordon by going into more woodland and trying to get into the nearby industrial estate but without success.

Food not Bombs were out in force which provided us with energy in order to keep our resistance and blockade sustained for a couple of hours.

However, despite the small set backs the main route to Shannon was successfully blockaded for several hours.  The Garda attempted to provoke the bloc several times by driving into us but they had to withdraw.  Minor scuffles broke out with the police and the bloc played quite an efficient role in de-arresting people.  Some cars tried to pass us urged on by the police but had to turn back – especially when a brave woman in a wheelchair put her body in the way.  Some enthusiastic youths from the local community got involved in the blockade that was good to see as some people looked upon us with hostility.  The heavy police presence prevented more effective direct action as well as conservative elements of the IAWM who basically told us to conform to the ‘reformist’ rules of a blockade (i.e. march from A to B say a few words and march back again) and don’t carry out any action that might damage “their” credibility and prestige.   

Overall the profile of the Irish Governments assistance of the US war machine at Shannon warport has been kept in the limelight and hopefully with more experience, co-operation and collective direct action this aiming and abetting of the US will be brought to an abrupt end.  The anti-Blair/Bush/Bertie disease must be eliminated as it is reactive as well as self-defeating and only diverts attention from the real causes of these barbaric wars of plunder, which is capitalism. They all must go including the authoritarian system which arms, finances, supports and gives them so much bloody power!   

Sean  
Dying for Debenham’s

Organise! members in the north-west recently held two one day protests against deaths in the construction industry at the new Debenham’s store in Derry.  The protests and leafleting began on the first opening Saturday of the multi-million pound Debenham’s extension to Foyleside Shopping Centre, and another was held on the 1st anniversary of the death of the second of two workers killed on the site in January.  A recent inquiry into the death of Charles O’Connell (killed in a fall on 3 September 2002), decided no file would be sent to the DPP and no prosecutions would result from the incident.  Bosses on site when Charles fell docked his workmates a half-day’s pay for walking off the site and going to the hospital to find out about their critically injured comrade.

Leaflets titled ‘Dying for Debenham’s’ at the protest highlighted Charles and John Baines’ deaths and the casualisation and sub-contracting which allows this to continue while profits soar.  These men were risking their lives for a couple of hundred pounds while the head of Debenham’s, Belinda Earl, earns in the region of £800,000 a year.  Organise! members in the north-west are pledged to maintaining this protest for the foreseeable future.
NEVER TRUST A POLITICIAN

Recent events have taught us all a valuable lesson about the true nature of democracy and the utter futility of placing any trust in ‘our’ politicians.  The Hutton Inquiry and the treachery of ‘anti-fees’ Labour MPs should have combined to deliver a severe blow to the body politic and the state.

That Hutton was a whitewash and that ‘independent’ state inquiries into the activity of the state can never be independent should come as no surprise.  The government whitewash that was the Widgery report confirmed that to many of us in the north a long time ago.

The only conclusion that can be reached in relation to the Hutton Inquiry, Dr David Kelly’s death and the launching of a barbarous war on Iraq, a war excused by government on a tissue of lies, is that the State has at its heart death, deception and dishonesty.

The 2,000 strong, hi-tech, Iraq Survey Group have found no weapons of mass destruction.  They have spent £300 million on finding nothing!  Not one WMD in Iraq proves the lie of the former regimes “clear and present danger” to the west.

Here are four more lies from the Bush-Blair axis:

i) Blair promised that neither the US nor the UK would touch Iraqi oil.  Resolution 1483 of the UN Security Council grants the coalition of two complete control over the oil fields.

ii) Blair claimed he had “nothing to do with” the decision to leak Dr David Kelly’s name to the press.  The Hutton Inquiry discloses three meetings chaired by Blair, where the decision was made.

iii) Labour make great play of the fact that they “allowed” a vote in parliament on the decision to go to war.  Robin Cook has admitted that Blair made a pact with Bush the year before to go to war on Iraq.

iv) The war on Iraq was to result in a “Road Map for Peace in the Middle East”.  Now Israel has bombed Syria and is erecting a new, bigger, “Berlin Wall” through the occupied territories.

It is to be hoped that the professional activism and lobbying, which have been growing in popularity (in the absence of a movement willing and able to engage in struggle as opposed to grovelling) has been dealt a fatal blow.

Writing as a worker returning to study as a ‘mature student’ I could not believe that the latest student demo in Belfast – held in October – was almost identical to one I had attended as a tech student over 15 years ago!

The chants had changed – “Maggie, Maggie, Maggie” ditched for “Tony, Tony, Tony – Out, Out, Out!”.  I seem to remember that on one of these student ground-hog protest days the chant was amended to “Major, Major, Major…” but its all a bit too hazy and samey.

As ever we were treated to pledges of support from the great and the good, pledges from student ‘leaders’ of action and commitment, determination and solidarity.  It has, time and again, turned to so much ash in our mouths as it became apparent that our ‘leaders’ meant to convince the countries ‘leaders’ of the righteousness of our cause - by letter writing, lobbying, grovelling and pleading.  And of course another rally next year to keep us marching in time to defeat after defeat, attack after attack on education and students.

But perhaps the bubble has burst and we can begin to get somewhere.  With treachery apparent some students outside Westminster on the day of the “crucial tuition fees vote” got so upset that scuffles with the police were reported.

Are we, as working class people, whether unemployed, or working full or part-time, temporary, casual, expendable, student or whatever, ready for a new strategy?  Has the grip of professional inactivism been weakened?  Are we ready, and willing, for a bit of direct action?

Remember, whether its domestic or foreign policy, an extension of the class war against students or any other section of the working class or a war of domination and aggression fought against another country and counted in the lives of working class people - not those who sent them in – NEVER TRUST A POLITICIAN!
‘Big Jim’ gets 4½ years 


James Borek pleaded guilty to a section 20 GBH and 2 violent disorder charges plus an additional charge of skipping bail in 2000 on the 23rd Jan, in Southwark Crown Court, England.  Jim was sentenced after attacking a policeman at the J18 protest in London. Jim will serve 4 and a half years in prison. Jim is a 22 year old American lad, who by the time he is released in 2007 will not have seen his home or family for 8 years.  Jim, an anarchist, moved to Dublin, after skipping bail in England 4 years ago, and was working in a record shop. He taught himself tin whistle and joined up with the punk/Irish trad band Blood or Whiskey.  It was while on tour with the band in Belgium that the law caught up with him.

Jim feels he can now start looking to the future and would appreciate and needs our support.


Please write to him at James Borek LL6803

B4-14
HMP Wandsworth

PO Box 757

Heathfield Road

London SW18 3HS


More info contact Anarchist Prisoner Support: anarprisonersupp@hotmail.com

ANARCHISTS OPPOSE IRELAND’S EU PRESIDENCY

With the pace gathering towards Irelands EU ‘Ascension Day’, which our masters would have us celebrate over the May Day weekend in Dublin.  Already sensationalist scare stories have appeared in the Irish media about ‘anarchists’ intent on bringing havoc and destruction to Dublin for what should be the countries finest moment.  When the media refer to our country in this context the do of course mean the wealthy and powerful in our society and indeed this may well be a ‘proud’ moment for them.

Such commentary, such as appeared in the Ireland on Sunday on the 8th of February may be used by the state to crack down on protest, it is already an attempt to take away from the very rational and sane objections we have to the expansion and consolidation of the EU in the name of big business.

Anarchists are opposed to the strengthening of an increasingly centralised and  restrictive bosses Europe which has as its hallmark the scape-goating of immigrants and refugees, clamping down on workers and working conditions and the pursuit of the cutthroat agenda of cutbacks, layoffs and privatisation's of the bosses.

In the battle for a world without borders and for real freedom, liberty and social justice the cry to ‘Reclaim May Day’, from union bureaucrats, and from Europe’s bosses and politicians, has never been so appropriate.  Over the May Day weekend in Dublin we are expected to celebrate Europe – lets do just that.  Celebrate a Europe and a world without borders, without inequality and poverty, a Europe based on workers solidarity and mutual aid, an alternative Europe to the bosses Europe, a Europe and a world that is growing in the heart of the anti-capitalist and anarchist movement across the planet.  This May Day weekend in Dublin celebrate, resist and revolt.

GALWAY EU SUMMIT PROTEST

What follows is a report from a comrade on the Galway protest at an EU summit meeting in the city on January 16th.

Several hundred people gathered to protest at the EU meeting in Eyre Square, Galway, on the evening of Friday, January 16th. The EU delegates were staying in the Great Southern Hotel – at one side of the square, and would be attending a Macnas performance in the Radisson hotel around the corner. The meeting itself – of employment/labour ministers - was in yet another hotel on the outskirts of the city.

Under the banner ‘Make Work Pay’ this was concerned with narrowing social welfare entitlements and cutting back on pensions, that is, the usual drive for a “flexible” (read disciplined) labour force, via forcing people previously on welfare into jobs with worsening conditions. See for instance the recent restrictions on Rent Allowance.

One wag suggested ‘Make Workers Pay’ might be a more appropriate title.

Slowly the crowd assembled and after a wee bit of chanting the march set off and marched the grand total of one side of Eyre Square where it as meet by a piss poor Garda barricade, preventing it from reaching the streets between the Radisson and the Great Southern.

At this juncture a small group of mostly anarchists and libertarians walked around the barrier by going up a small lane till they were, quite easily, behind police lines and right beside the road buses and cars for the EU big wigs were transiting.

So while the police hastily erected another barrier, and we walked around to the entrance to the Radisson.

Hung about here for what seemed like ages – and then went down the other road which lay between the Great Southern and the Radisson, through the bus station – again this was a small but very noticeable group – again the police didn’t wake up until we were on top of them, and then they put up another barrier. Meanwhile chanting continued in Eyre Square - despite it being, as you can see from the above, fairly easy to effect an entry to the streets between the two hotels. That is, to areas where our presence could actually disrupt the EU shenanigans – even if only symbolically. 

The crowd at the entrance to Radisson got bigger in dribs and drabs, while the police formation got bigger fairly dramatically. They then cleared the road which lead from the Great Southern to the Radisson, through the bus station, by pushing us, fairly aggressively past the road junction, so we only blocked one access road. Unusually Special Branch were in the middle of the action.

Apart from some fairly impressive fire juggling things were seemingly dying down at this point, and I noticed a whole group of riot cops lying in waiting around the corner – then I got word that two guys had been arrested. So after passing the details on to legal support some of us wandered down to the copshop, – a place I was to spend what seemed like two days standing outside. Two youths had been arrested for traffic obstruction – while walking through a car park. Back at the blockade there was a bit more excitement when the police forced a bus through or tired to.

Then the word came through that Eoin Rice had been arrested, so we made our way to Mill Street Garda station in time to see him being moved in police custody to hospital having been severely beaten by the Garda.

