Milwaukee IMC   

Milwaukee IMC began out of a collective of <img src="images/articles/newpic.gif" align="right"> individuals who were familiar with indymedia.org, and with some of those individuals already involved in radical/left/progressive actions in Milwaukee, and with some of those individuals also being involved with publishing in both main and non-mainstream press.    Some of us had had some familiarity with indymedia prior to organizing, and some did not. Monte used indymedia as a link to the Seattle protests, and as a source of coverage for a variety of other solidarity movements worldwide that sprung from the Battle for Seattle. Brian, a journalist from Milwaukee, had been writing at times for the Madison IMC, submitting articles when he could, while writing for other publishing ops here in Milwaukee. Drew has friends in the Twin Cities who work on the Mpls/St Paul indymedia. <br> Mileka, familiar with indymedia, also publishes her own African American community newsletter. Shawn, our photographer, while not extensively familiar with indymedia, has contacts who work in independent media worldwide. Dana, who is one of the least left of the bunch, believes in free speech. Chris, also one of the least left and also our tech, sees this as a way to speak out against limitations on free speech put in place now and in the future because of September 11. Ariane, our graphic artist, believes in free speech and the indymedia philosophy. And me, I saw how powerful a force this was in DC Sept. 29-30 at the formerly-IMF/WB-turned-antiwar-protests, and how all of these independent journalists could come together and use the force of grassroots press to avoid the hassles and limitations of mainstream publishing while providing what I believe to be the essential, fundamental goals of journalism: to tell the WHOLE story, to inform the public. When I got back into Milwaukee, and checked out the global indymedia site, and realized just how phenomenal this whole thing was, I put out the word to everyone I could that I was looking to start a Milwaukee IMC. Lucky for me, people bit. Lucky for us, several people in the community have expressed to me, personally, and to others, as well, that they are overjoyed Milwaukee will have an indymedia site. Milwaukee desperately needs the power and presence of independent journalism. Although Madison, our state capital and only 70 miles to our northwest, operates its own IMC, there are fundamental differences between these two largest cities in Wisconsin. In Milwaukee, we feel the effects of both Madison politics and sometimes Chicago/Illinois policy-making. We are a post-industrial blue collar town with a large progressive heart but a larger conservative press. Madison is the heart of progressive action in this state. That is undeniable. But Milwaukee is often the recipient of all the progressive and conservative political decisions coming out of Madison thanks to our state legislators. We have higher taxes than the rest of the state; we have the largest population of minorities in the state; we have the most environmental issues in the state; we feel the effects of the W2 policy, which helped mobilize "welfare reform" nationwide, more than any other city in the state. Nationally, we are one of the least progressive cities in terms of race; Milwaukee is commonly championed as being one of the top-ranking cities of racial/econmic segregation. Labor struggles in this city, which is moving toward a service economy and away from a manufacturing/export economy, are a constant issue. And all of these issues, issues that affect thousands of people in this city, go unreported. Not under-reported. Unreported. And that's why we're here -- to give a voice to those people being greatly disserviced by the forum that should serve them most, by the forum that is their democratic bullhorn: the press. We're here to serve and mobilize Milwaukee, and we believe indymedia affiliation is the best way to do that. Tiffany on behalf of Milwaukee IMC <span style="color: Red;">[Text Goes here] <a href="http://www.cnn.com/" style="color: Red;">[Link TExt Goes here]</a></span>  

 Sept. 29-30 anti-war protests draw 20,000 people in D.C. <br>By Tiffany Drake   <img src="images/articles/dc4rkharz.jpg" align="right" height="225" width="200"> WASHINGTON, D.C., Sept. 29-30 -- In response to the the Bush Administration’s “Operation Enduring Freedom,” anti-war protesters took to the streets in Washington D.C. Sept. 29-30 to kick off a prolonged peace movement nationwide. <b>S29</b> The first and most notable anti-war efforts began Sept. 29 in Washington, D.C. More than 20,000 protesters gathered in Washington to protest any violent retaliation against the people of Afghanistan in relation to the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon. “There’s just been this huge, nationalistic, patriotic cry for war right now, and I guess I’m very concerned about a country that has already had its infrastructure destroyed from the last 20 years of civil war. We’re here to support peace and solidarity, and we don’t want a racist war,” a member of the Anti-Capitalist Convergence said.     Members of the ACC did not wish to give their names to the media. After the WTC and Pentagon attacks and the cancellation of the Sept. 30 meeting of the International Monetary Fund and World Bank in Washington, protesters quickly switched their agenda from the IMF/WB to anti-war efforts. Led in part by the ACC, the march was to leave at 9am from Union Station and head toward the World Bank Building in downtown Washington. The march began at 9:45am; immediately after protesters, led by the ACC, began walking, police in riot gear thwarted the group's attempt to follow its original course. A few demonstrators argued with police, but the group as a whole changed course and marched down H Street, followed on both sides by police. As the protesters marched, controlled by police on foot, in cars and on motorcycles, the crowd waved pro-peace banners and chanted anti-war messages. Several demonstrators brought hand drums with them, and, accompanied by the Rhythm Workers Union of Washington, they helped rally the crowd with their drumming. Others carried make-shift drums crafted out of five-gallon water jugs, pails and trays. Although the energy of the crowd was high and although the police herded the group, the crowd remained peaceful. Peaceful protesting did not stop the police from using force when scuffles broke out, however. While the group marched toward Chinatown at the intersection of 11th and H streets, police cars drove into the middle of the protest, trying to stop it from marching farther. In response, the ACC and the protesters behind them marched over the cars. In response, police used pepper spray to quell demonstrators. Protester Mat Costanzo, of Baltimore was sprayed in the eyes as a result. “I was standing in front of a cop car, she [the officer in the car] pulled the pepper spray out, one of the head cops told her to stop,” he said. “While he was leaning over, some kid went over and tapped him on the head with a flag, and then the pepper spray flew everywhere.” Journalists covering the march were also attacked by police. A Knight-Ridder Tribune reporter was prevented by police force from retrieving his pager that he dropped at the confrontation at 11th and H streets. At the intersections of 19th, Pennsylvania and H streets at 11:15am, the protest came to a full halt. Although only a short distance away from the World Bank building, the destination of the march, the police surrounded the protest on all sides, detaining all of the protesters for about two hours. During the detention, the protest seemed to fall apart. Individual groups met for discussion, some protesters started a game of soccer in the street, while others sat down and ate lunch. One protester, dressed in a clown mask and carrying a bull horn, read off a list to the police of violations of international law and the United States Constitution they were making by detaining protesters. “Article Nine from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: ‘No One shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.’ I believe we may be experiencing arbitrary detention right now,” the protester yelled into his bullhorn. At about 1pm, police allowed the protesters to march to Freedom Plaza to join with protesters gathered there listening to speakers. After the march to Freedom Plaza and an interlude of listening to speakers, both groups marched at 3pm to the Capitol. The original destination was to the Capitol Building, but police re-directed the crowd to the Capitol Hill, instead. At about 5pm, the group started breaking up, taking leave until the following day's protests. <b>S30</b> The second day of protests got under way at 11am at Malcom X Park in D.C. The area’s Green Party had allowed anti-war protesters the right to their permit for the day, giving Sunday's demonstration a more structured feel and drawing in a wider demographic of people to the march. At noon, more than 5,000 people marched out of the park toward Sheridan Circle where the American Kurdish Information Network had been holding a 210-day vigil to honor the Kurds being oppressed in Turkey, Iran and Iraq. Marching through residential areas, the demonstration received an array of reactions from people witnessing the event from their homes. “I have real issues when anytime anybody thinks about going to war to kill innocent people, and to invade a country. It seems like a real colonialistic, provincial kind of attitude, and I’d hope we’d get past that attitude,” Nathan Ryan, a Washington resident, said. Protesters on either side of the march handed out leaflets and fliers outlining issues that demonstrators were concerned about. A woman handing out fliers met opposition from one neighborhood resident. “He just said that he’s a Korean War veteran and he doesn’t appreciate anyone questioning the United States government or questioning our motives for going to war, and suggested that we move to the next block,” Stephanie Williams of Madison, Wis said. The second day's protests was notably more peaceful, and had less police interference than the protests on Sept. 29. Assistant Chief of Police Terry Ganier said: “The number of police officers that were going be employed was a function of the size of the crowd,” he said. “Since the crowd is smaller and substantially more orderly than anticipated makes it real easy. We’re not here to perpetrate violence, we’re hear to try and make it peaceful.” By Tiffany Drake (copyright 2001).  

 Journalist gives first-hand account of life in Palestine<br>By Tiffany Drake   MILWAUKEE , Nov. 12 -- Freelance journalist Allison Weir spoke Nov. 12 at UWM in the grand Ballroom about her experiences in Palestine and Afghanistan, and the media’s lack of balanced coverage of these regions.   Weir, who worked in the Peace Corps for a year in Afghanistan, opened her talk with comments on the war being waged against the Taliban government in Afghanistan, the first target in, according to U.S. government officials, a prolonged war on terrorism worldwide.<br> “Our stated enemy is Osama bin Laden, and yet, when the Taliban offered on Oct. 1, as they have on several previous occasions, to international tribunal for trial, we spurned their offer,” she said. “It is quite clear the United States is being manipulated into war with the entire Muslim world, unless rationality, morality and practicality can prevail — something we should all work towards.” <br> Weir used the opening comment on the war in Afghanistan to illustrate her larger discussion on anti-American sentiment held by countries in the Middle East and the al Quaeda network, the international organization U.S. officials say is behind the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon.<br> “Or perhaps I should say, we’re being manipulated into enlarging the war we have already been making long before September 11th, against people in the Middle East,” Weir said.<br> Weir spent the majority of the lecture discussing the media’s misconceptions and promotions thereof of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in Gaza and the West Bank. Weir alleges that the media chooses a pro-Israeli sentiment in Mid East conflict coverage, and touts Palestinians as Islamic extremists who pose a serious threat to both Israel and the world at large.<br> “As a journalist, you usually quote people from both sides of the issue,” she said. “You give the background and content of the story. Little of that is going on here [Middle East coverage].”<br> In order to learn more about the Middle East, and to experience firsthand the people of the world who are often blamed for terrorism in the United States and worldwide, Weir traveled alone through Palestine for one month. <br> Weir said that although the media reports painted Palestinians as hostile to Americans, and especially Americans in traveling through their land, she found them to be hospitable toward her, although confused about why the United States is assisting Israelis in genocide by providing the Israeli government with $10 million in aid per day. <br> “‘Americans say we are terrorists. Where are our guns?’” Weir said, quoting a Palestinian she met. “‘Why is America doing this to us?’”<br> “As they said this, and as we walked, and as I saw bullets in third stories, and as they smiled at me, and welcomed me into their pristine homes, there was suddenly more gunfire nearby. People ducked and took me out the back,” Weir said.<br> Her lecture highlighted more instances like this, in which she was endangered by the Israeli army for traveling with Palestinians. The photos she took while in Palestine show a land torn apart by war; several of her photos focused on children hospitalized due to gunshot wounds from Israeli raids.<br> Weir wrote four stories for the San Francisco Chronicle while traveling. She submitted them via e-mail to the editor per his request, but none of the stories were published. Instead, Weir said, more stories discussing the brutality of Palestinians against Israelis were published by the Chronicle while she was abroad.<br> After her lecture, Weir held an open panel discussion with the audience, co-led by Robert Ashmore, Professor Emeritus of Marquette University.<br> “quote by ashmore, which is in my notebook, conveniently left at work.”<br> Prior to Weir’s trip to the Middle East, she edited a community newspaper in California. She has been published in newly released The New Intifada: Resisting Israel's Apartheid.<br> Weir was mentioned by Israel IMC while she was there.<br> Weir’s coverage of her time in Gaza can be found here.<br> <br>  

 ACLU Promotes Peace and Safety in Trying Times<br>By Dana Lachapell   MILWAUKEE, Nov. 15 -- The Milwaukee Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union held a panel discussion about promoting safety without sacrificing freedom, the harassment and profiling of Arab-Americans, and the right to dissent.    The discussion, titled “Keeping America Safe and Free in Times of Crisis,” featured three speakers: Athan Theoharis, a history professor at Marquette University, Janan Najeeb Atta, Director of the Muslim Women’s Coalition and a Muslim activist and Art Heitzter, a local attorney, Chair of the National Lawyers’ Guild Cuba Subcommittee, Chair of the Individual Rights and Responsibility Section of the Wisconsin State Bar. Each panelist was given 20 minutes to speak on his or her subject of expertise. The discussion started with Theoharis who spoke about past and present legislation and how it affects privacy. Theoharis has focused on 20th Century U.S. History and has done some extensive study into the FBI and wiretapping. Theoharis centered his speech on past and current wiretapping laws. His emphasis is on the failure of the U.S. intelligence agencies and how the authorizations to wiretap are kept secret from many parties involved. He believes the failure to recognize the terrorist action was not the result of improper intelligence laws, but rather the failure of the intelligence agencies to gather the proper information. The result, in Theoharis’s opinion, is not to introduce more legislation, but properly enforcing and opening up the current legislation. The topic then switched to Janan Nejeeb Atta who spoke about the rights of Arabs and Muslims in this country. She spoke about her own personal experiences after the attacks of September 11th and how others in the Muslim community have been affected by the attacks. Atta spoke about the investigation after the attacks and the questions she and other Muslims were asked. One of the most shocking questions she was asked was “do you know any terrorist?” She also talked about the current racial profiling of Arab-Americans on airplanes. More specifically, she mentioned the regulation of airports and the pilots’ right to remove people from airplanes at their discretion. She gave an example of two Arab individuals who were removed from a plane because they “wouldn’t make eye-contact” with the flight attendant. The third speaker was Milwaukee attorney Art Heizter. Heizter spoke about a story that affected him personally. Two of his former students were working for the Pentagon when the FBI set up a sting operation to show the two were spying for Germany. According to Heitzer, the operation was set up completely by the FBI to entrap the two former students into “spying” for Germany. The meeting was then opened to the audience for questions. Many in the audience asked how the panelists felt about the current situation in Afghanistan. Most of the questions were directed to Atta due to her Muslim faith. The question and answer session soon turned to foreign relations and Theoharis politely reinforced the need for the discussion to get back on track. The discussion, in general, was an open forum of information and questions about the current situations and feelings about safety and freedom during these trying times. The message of the evening was not that we need to be less sensitive to the issues of September 11th, but rather, we need to be more sensitive to the changes in our freedoms to ensure no American will be discriminated against.  

 Angela Davis Cop Watch changes leadership<br>By Bob Gifford   MILWAUKEE, Nov. 17–Today the leadership of the Angela Davis Cop Watch and Campaign Against Racial Profiling were transferred to Mileka Aljuwani by Karen Murphy Smith, who had founded and directed the groups for two and a half years in Milwaukee. Aljuwani, who will be serving as director of the groups, took the opportunity to outline some of the upcoming projects and programs that the Angela Davis Cop Watch (ADCW) and Campaign Against Racial Profiling (CARP) would undertake.   Aljuwani said that the group will be initiating training for those who want to serve as on-the-street Copwatch monitors. This requires special training, she explained, because the group does not want to send the message to law enforcement that it is always acting in opposition to legitimate law enforcement efforts, and does not want to place its volunteer monitors in the position of obstructing law enforcement or violating the law and exposing themselves to arrest. She further stressed the ADCW statement that “our mission, advocacies and activities should not be taken to mean that we encourage, minimize, overlook or excuse criminal behavior and its effects on our community.” She went on to note that more monitoring of suburban racial profiling will be tried. It is well known in the Milwaukee metro area that African-American drivers will avoid certain routes and even certain towns altogether, to avoid being profiled and subsequently stopped for minor traffic offenses that might go overlooked when committed by white drivers. Aljuwani said that another focus of the group will be on monitoring any profiling of Arab or Muslim citizens in the wake of the September 11 attacks. She noted that both ADCW and CARP will “partner with just about any group” who has similar aims of avoiding profiling with bias. Past partners have included NAACP, ACLU, the Green Party and a number of other metro area groups. Aljuwani said that racial profiling in schools would be an issue that the groups would address in upcoming months, in regard to placement in special education programming, numbers of suspensions, the delivery of services (is there a racial bias?) to improve students’ educational experiences. Another area of considerable concern for the groups will continue to be prison conditions, Aljuwani said. Under Karen Murphy-Smith, a great deal of interest was generated concerning conditions in the “Supermax” prison near Boscobel, WI. According to Aljuwani and Murphy-Smith, their efforts have resulted in Amnesty International taking up the question of prison conditions in that facility, and recommending nine separate changes or improvements in prisoners’ treatment in the Supermax. In a brief question-and-answer session following the announcement of the change in directorship, Mark Hayes, the Chief of Police in Cudahy, suggested that the groups use the term “bias profiling” to indicate that all forms of profiling citizens that are based on a bias are unwelcome in law enforcement. Hayes stated that as a member of Milwaukee County Federated Law Enforcement Executives, he has made efforts to keep track of complaints by citizens involving racial profiling, and will continue to do so. He also is a candidate for Sheriff in Milwaukee County. The Angela Davis Cop Watch and Campaign Against Racial Profiling can be reached at 4449N. 40th Street, Milwaukee WI 53209, tel. (414) 350-2911 or by email,   

 40 people arrested after crossing onto Ft. Benning <br> By Tiffany Drake   <img src="images/articles/jesuit.jpg" align="left"> COLUMBUS, Ga., Nov. 18 -- Approximately 40 people crossed the newly-constructed fence around Ft. Benning in Columbus, Ga., in direct-action protest against the School of the Americas (recently re-named the Western Hemisphere Institute of Security and Cooperation). All people crossing onto the base were arrested by Military Police. The first group to cross onto the base was the Jesuit Die-In group, who were people representing those who have been killed at the hands of Latin American military officials trained in military strategy, homicide and kidnapping at the SOA/WHISC headquarters at Ft. Benning.   Dressed in black robes with white face paint and covered in red paint representing blood ,the group crossed the line separating Ft. Benning grounds from public grounds painted 10 feet in front of the fence. In past years, people crossing the line risked arrest and receipt of Ban and Barred letters, which prohibit those in receipt from crossing onto the base. Those that break the Ban and Barred restriction face up to $5,000 in fines and up to six months in jail. Although crossing the line is termed a high-risk action, those representing the dying lay across the line at the entrance to the base. At noon, the group of 30 stood up, carrying makeshift coffins, and proceeded to the right, where they walked the 500 feet along the fence, and then walked around it, crossing onto the base. Military Police warned the group that anyone entering onto the base would be breaking Title 18 of the US Code, risking jail time and fines. The thirty who crossed onto the base proceeded to the portion of Ft. Benning road on the other side of the fence in an attempt. They were detained and arrested by Military Police. The second group to cross onto Ft. Benning were members of the affinity group Christian Peacemakers Team. Approximately 50 of them gathered in front of the line, holding a prayer vigil and singing Christian peace hymns. A person with the group held up a basin of water with an American flag immersed in it, asking members of the group to wash their hands in it; the ritual was a symbolic gesture of America washing away its sins if the U.S. government were to close the SOA/WHISC. After the group washed its hands in the basin with the flag, the man and several other people took the same route those in the Jesuit Die-In took, except instead of walking around the fence in front of Ft. Benning, they pulled out a portion of the fence next to a creek, and passed under the fence. Two men with the CPT offered up the basin to Military Police, who took it from him. They both fell prostrate on the ground, singing Christian peace hymns along with those in the CPT who were standing on the other side of fence in solidarity. Military Police bound their wrists behind their backs to detain them. In total 11 people passed under the fence. All were bound at the wrists, and walked, dragged, or were carried up to Ft. Benning Road, where buses were waiting to take them to be processed. Four Military Police, two Department of Defense police officers and four people in military uniforms responded to the CPT. CPT members, as of 1pm, were not formally arrested after having been detained, according a US Army soldier facilitating their detainment. One soldier said to those assisting in the detainment: "Be very gentle." The SOA/WHISC has been accused of the massacre of thousands of civilian men, women and children in Latin American countries, most notably El Salvador and Colombia. Recently, Mexico began sending military personnel to be trained at the SOA/WHISC when people from Chiapas, Mexico, began protesting military occupation of their region. In reaction to the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon, Ft. Benning officials constructed a fence around the base to prevent the SOA protest, which has been an annual event for 12 years, this year attracting 15,000 protesters (the number SOAW coordinators were given by police estimates), from crossing onto the base. -Tiffany Drake Columbus, GA  

 Two nuns lured onto Ft. Benning <br> By Tiffany Drake   <img src="images/articles/trespass.jpg" align="right" width="100" height="100"> COLUMBUS, Ga., Nov. 18 -- At a rally at Bradley Auditorium in Columbus, Ga. Nov. 17, it was reported that two nuns were arrested at Ft. Benning after having been lured into crossing the line. An audience member asked the School of the Americas Watch coordinators, who held a meeting at the Auditorium to promote non-violent action at the SOA protest Nov. 18, what had happened to the nuns.    One of the nuns who was arrested was at the rally at the auditorium, and informed the crowd that she and several others had read an article stating that classes open to the public on democracy were being held at Ft. Benning Nov. 17. She and several other members of her group took a van to Ft. Benning in order to attend the class. The sister, who had received a Ban and Barred letter at last year's SOA protest, realized only after her van crossed the line and Military Police asked to see passengers' ID cards that she might end up in jail for six months. Protesters who receive Ban and Barred letters for crossing the line that marks the entrance to Ft. Benning grounds face a $5,000 fine or up to six months in prison. The letter bans and bars those who receive it for three years. After the Military Police checked the sister's ID and arrested her, they gave her a permanent Ban and Barred letter, which means she is now banned from the Ft. Benning grounds for life. She did not spend time in jail, however, for violating her previously issued three-year Ban and Barred letter.  

 Madison woman joins Prisoners of Conscience at protest<br> By Tiffany Drake   <img src="images/articles/arrests.jpg" align="left" height="205" width="277"> COLUMBUS, Ga., Nov. 18 -- Before the Nov. 18 SOA/WHISC protest at Ft. Benning in Columbus, Ga., a Madison woman announced to her fellow Wisconsin protesters that she would be taking part in high-risk action at the School of Americas protest at Ft. Benning. High risk action is when a protester or activist puts him- or herself in the position of being arrested either through non-violent or violent direct action. Kara Sparks announced her intention and explained what she would be doing while in jail with the approximately 70 other people who would be performing high risk action.    "We want to get arrested and work within the jail together, fasting, to speed up the process of prosection," she said. What Sparks and others are hoping to accomplish with their jail solidarity work is a lessening of the $5,000 fine and six-month jail time associated with crossing the line separating Ft. Benning grounds from public grounds after having received a Ban and Barred letter. Currently, an 88-year-old nun is serving time in prison for having violated the restrictions placed upon her by the Ban and Bar letter. Several other nuns and priests are also serving jail time, calling themselves Prisoners of Conscience, working from jail with prosecutors to not only lessen jail times and fines, but to also use their trials as an opportunity to put the SOA/WHISC itself on trial. All prison time combined, more than 30 years of have been accumulated by Prisoners of Conscience performing jail solidarity work in relation to SOA protests. Because it appeared, as of 3:45pm Nov. 18, that crossing the line was not resulting in arrests, it is unclear which high risk action Kara would be participating in to ensure being arrested so she could perform jail solidarity work. Columbus, GA  

 Milwaukee activists target Taco Bell<br> By Tiffany Drake   <img src="images/articles/Tacobell.jpg" align="right" WIDTH="125" HEIGHT="200"> MILWAUKEE, Dec.1 -- Calling for better wages for Coalition of Immokalee workers in Florida who pick tomatoes sold to Taco Bell, 35 protesters gathered in front of a Taco Bell restaurant at 10922 W National Ave. in Milwaukee. “The tomato pickers in Florida that pick tomatoes for Taco bell and other places, it’s sub-poverty,” protest organizer Mikel Komba said. “They are paid these wages that they cannot live on. They are paid about 40 cents per 32 pounds of tomatoes they pick.” The Coalition of Immokalee workers called for the national day of action to demand for one cent more per pound of tomatoes picked, Komba said. “It’s really not that much,” he said. “It would be 1/4th of one cent more per item at Taco Bell.”    Protestors held signs, waved at passing cars, and distributed fliers to people in cars entering and leaving the restaurant parking lot. When one Taco Bell employee approached the protest, he was led away by another employee. When the employee returned, a protestor asked him what he thought about Immokalee workers having to pick 2,000 pounds of tomatoes to make $50, he responded with “They should get a better job.” The Taco Bell manager had no comment, but she did hand out fliers to restaurant patrons that state that Taco Bell is “not the largest purchaser of tomatoes” from the Immokalee workers, and that the “workers pick tomatoes for the growers who sell them to independent brokers who then sell them to several companies.” Paul Host, who works with the Wisconsin Fair Trade Campaign, came to the protest to show support for unionization of people like the Immokalee workers. “Any issue like this is of interest to me,” Host said. “I have a union job, and I understand the important of that when there’s grievances, whether it be how much you make per hour, or any of those issues — the only way you can really do it is through a union.” According to Komba, union busting is an issue faced by the Immokalee workers, a group primarily comprised if immigrants. “It’s mainly people from Mexico and Haiti like Mayan Indians and Haitians that are coming to this country and they need some way to make money. They come to this country so that they can have more, so that they don’t have to be in poverty, but they’re still stuck in poverty.” Co-sponsors for the protest included the Milwaukee chapter of the Industrial Workers of the World, Casa Maria Catholic Worker, WI Fair trade campaign, Faith Community for Worker Justice, Refuse and Resist and the Youth Against Sweatshops.   

 Milwaukee's Alliance for Animals protests in Chicago<br>By Kristina Kaiser   CHICAGO, Dec. 8-10 - Animal rights activists from all around the country gathered in Chicago for an animal rights demonstration. <br>   The demonstration was a part of part of an international campaign against Huntingdon Life Sciences. HLS is one of the world's largest contract vivisection labs currently based in England; the company will be moving its headquarters to the United States within the next few months. <br> The lab has contracts with companies such as Smithkline Beecham, Monsanto, Texaco, Pentech, Pfizer, Bayer, and Bristol Meyers Squibb to test the toxicity of pesticides, herbicides, food colorings, household products, and genetically modified organisms (GMOs). <br> There have been five undercover investigations of HLS within the past 20 years, and these have uncovered horrendous acts of animal cruelty and employee incompetence that goes on inside HLS. HLS employees have been exposed for violently punching and shaking four-month-old beagle puppies, performing a necropsy (equivalent to a human autopsy) of a knowingly live monkey, transplanting a frozen pig's heart into a baboon, being drunk and taking drugs at work, falsifying scientific data, and breaking animal welfare laws. These investigations have resulted in HLS employees being convicted of animal cruelty, fined by the USDA and almost shut down by the UK government. <br> Stephens Inc., headquartered in Little Rock, AR, was the target of the actions in Chicago Dec. 8-10. Stephens Inc. is the largest shareholder and primary financier of HLS. In 1997 they began their investing in the Lab (by purchasing 45.6 million shares of the company), and on January 29th, 2001 they provided HLS with a $33 million dollar loan, the subsidy that is keeping HLS open to this day. Documentation of HLS’ bad science and cruel ways have been presented to Stephens Inc., and it has chosen to not acknowledge animal rights activists requests to divest.<br> Events began on Dec. 8 with a town hall forum, an event publicized with the intent that community members would attend and be educated on HLS and Stephens Inc., as well as a doctor from the Physician's Committee for Responsible Medicine spoke on the scientific invalidity of animal research. On Dec. 9, workshops were held earlier in the day for activists and in the afternoon and evening, home demonstrations were held at two Vice President¡¯s homes of the Chicago branch of Stephens Inc. At one of the homes, four people were arrested. <br> About 40 activists showed up at Janet Rouse’s home, located in the Chicago suburb Oak Park, planning to hold a non-violent demonstration. A Supreme Court decision supports the right to hold marches through residential areas. Numerous protests have taken place at Rouse's home in the past without incident. However, on this occasion, four activists were arrested and charged with Residential Picketing. <br> "Officer Richardson told us he did not care about the Supreme Court decision; he would arrest us now and we could take it up with the court later,” said Frank Hampton, a Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty representative. “It is clear these officers have no regard for obeying the law or for our Constitutional rights," "There will absolutely be civil suits filed against Chicago police for this violation of our civil rights." <br> On Dec. 10, activists greeted one of the vice presidents of Stephens Inc. at the Metro stop by handing out literature to the other commuters and holding banners and signs. At 2pm, activists met at the downtown Chicago offices of Stephens Inc. The activists demonstrated until 5:30pm by holding signs, chanting and handing out literature to passersby. <br> A walking tour of Chicago took place, with virtually every person downtown hearing and seeing the activists’ message. Passersby expressed an overwhelming amount of support. Other actions similar to these were held in Charlotte, Boston, Atlanta, New York, Nashville, St. Petersburg and Little Rock. <br> Alliance for Animals-Milwaukee participated in the events in Chicago over the past weekend as well as traveling to Little Rock, Arkansas for a massive demonstration that was held in October. If you are interested in being a part of this campaign, please contact alliance4animals@yahoo.com, visit <a href=http://www.animalliberation.homestead.com style="color: Red;">here</a> or call 617 2805.  

 Will The Real David Horowitz Please Stand Up?<br> By Bryan G. Pfeifer   <img src="images/articles/david_horowitz_wp.jpg" align="left" WIDTH="150" HEIGHT="150"> Last spring, the student newspapers The Badger Herald at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, The Daily Californian at the University of California-Berkley, The University of Chicago-Crimson and others published an “advertisement” written by David Horowitz, the former 60s left-wing leader turned right-wing conservative. Horowitz will speak Dec. 11 at UW-Madison as part of the Distinguished Lecture Series. As we’ll see, Horowitz is not so distinguished depending on one’s class position and ethnic background. Horowitz’s “ad,” “Ten Reasons Why Reparations for Slavery is a Bad Idea-and Racist Too,” sparked protests at all three campuses. The Badger Herald and the Crimson refused to issue an apology for the “ad” while The Daily Californian ran a front-page retraction. Discussions continue concerning the merits of publishing the “ad” and the issue of “free speech,” but what seems to be missing from the discussions is: Who is the real David Horowitz and why are his views getting such an airing?    Before we get to that, it’s important to remember the words of El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz (Malcolm X). He once said “History is best qualified to reward our research.” In the case of David Horowitz and others of his kind, this is especially apt. After all, one can’t expect to have an accurate reading of the present without knowing some history. <b>The Real David Horowitz</b> Horowitz is a former leader of the student movement at Berkley and former editor of the leading left-wing magazine Ramparts. He also worked with the Black Panthers briefly in the early 1970s. Beginning in the mid to late 70s, Horowitz began his traitorous move to the right. By the mid 80s he and Peter Collier, another left-wing defector and Horowitz’s writing partner, were writing speeches for Bob Dole and were dining with Ronald Reagan, William Bennett and Newt Gingrich according to the article “David Horowitz’s Long March,” in the July 3, 2000 issue of The Nation. Later Horowitz, along with Ward Connerly, launched the anti-affirmative action Proposition 209 in California. As is the case with many conservative leaders today, Horowitz is funded almost entirely by the Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation and other right-wing foundations and think tanks. <b>The Bradley connection </b> The Milwaukee-based Bradley Foundation is the country’s leading right-wing philanthropic foundation with over $700 million in assets. Its money was behind the development of W-2, the state’s welfare “reform” program, the school voucher movement, nationwide anti-affirmative action attacks, reactionary prison policies and the arch-racist book “The Bell Curve..” by Charles Murray and Richard Hernstein which posited, among other things, that African Americans are genetically inferior to whites. Most recently, a Bradley funded think tank, the Wisconsin Policy Research Institute (http://www.wpri.org) published the report, “Chartering the University of Wisconsin-Madison” in November. “The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation is likewise devoted to strengthening American democratic capitalism and the institutions, principles and values that sustain and nurture it. Its programs support limited, competent government; a dynamic marketplace for economic, intellectual, and cultural activity; and a vigorous defense at home and abroad of American ideas and institutions,” says the foundation’s web site(<a href="http://www.bradleyfdn.org">www.bradleyfdn.org</a>). The Foundation has influence at the highest echelons of state and corporate power. Michael Joyce, former Bradley president, worked for President’s Nixon and Reagan and began his foundation connections by leading the right-wing John M. Olin Foundation. (It’s important to note here that Michael W. Grebe, former UW Regent President will take over the Bradley presidency in July 2002.) Summing up the Bradley Foundation and its activities, Joyce once said, “It’s true that many people do not know where certain ideas come from, but the important thing is that they agree with them.” <b>Back to Horowitz…</b> Horowitz is one of Bradley’s favorite sons and errand boys. He is the president and founder of the Los Angeles-based Center for the Study of Popular Culture (CSPC) which has received $9.3 million from the Olin, Bradley and Sarah Scaife foundations since 1989, according to www.mediatransparency.org, a web site that tracks foundation grants. The mission of the CSPC, according to one of its recent direct mail appeals, is to “change the leftist, anti-American, elitist culture that is dominant in the entertainment industry [and to expose] the idiocies and the viciousness of the radical leftism in universities, the media, mainstream churches, and everywhere else this modern plague is found.” CSPC focuses on “political correctness” and publishes a newsletter, Heterodoxy, full of racist, sexist and bigoted rants about African Americans and other persons of color, feminists, and lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgendered persons. In December of 1986 Bradley gave a $150,000 grant to Horowitz and Collier to start the “Second Thoughts” project. Thus far grants have totaled $950,000. With this money Horowitz and Collier have written books titled “Destructive Generation: Second Thoughts About the Sixties,” “Deconstructing the Left,” “Hating Whitey and Other Progressive Causes,” and “The Art of Political War: How Republicans Can Fight to Win.” Collier is the editor-in-chief of the non-profit Encounter for Culture and Education Inc. This is Bradley’s publishing arm. In the year’s 1991,1992,1995, and 1998, the non-profit received 14 grants totaling $520,000 from the Bradley and Olin foundations, according to Right Watch, a project of the progressive Milwaukee-based labor and community organization A Job is a Right Campaign. Horowitz works closely with Collier on numerous projects. Horowitz’s Madison visit, besides being supported by Bradley, is endorsed by the Wisconsin Association of Scholars, a chapter of the National Association of Scholars. WAS has received 11 grants from Bradley since 1994, totaling $192,500. NAS has received 66 grants, totaling $6,871,678 since 1989, according to Mediatransparency. These organizations have sponsored previous UW System visits by Ward Connerly and other right-wing individuals. Although Joyce says of Horowitz, “He’s an extremely articulate man and a very determined fighter. I think he brings a great deal of intellectual power and energy to his work,” others have another point of view. Jack E. White, a columnist for Time magazine, named his Aug. 30, 1999 column after Horowitz. In “A Real, Live Bigot,” White lambastes Horowitz’s article “Guns don’t kill black people, other blacks do.” Horowitz’s article is a “blanket assault on the alleged moral failures of African Americans so strident and accusatory that it made the anti-black rantings of Dinesh D’Souza seem like a fair minded social analysis,” wrote White who isn’t exactly progressive himself. This should sound the alarm considering Horowitz’s influence. NewsMax.com’s Christopher Ruddy says: “If you read David Horowitz’s booklet ‘Art of Political War: How Republicans Can Fight to Win,’ the first thing that will catch your attention is the endorsement on the booklet’s cover by Karl Rove, George W. Bush’s campaign manager, chief strategist and one-man think tank.” <b>“Free speech”-only for those who can afford it</b> The above should clearly illustrate that David Horowitz isn’t just any individual that tried to get a racist “ad” published in student newspapers. He is supported, endorsed, encouraged, and paid for by the biggest right-wing think tanks and the White House itself. He has the right to “free speech” because he and others that support him can pay for it. He has the right to “free speech” because he is trying to fracture the delicate working class unity between students of different colors and backgrounds that exist on college campuses. He has the right to “free speech” because he is a white heterosexual male with powerful connections pushing the right’s agenda on campuses, the media and elsewhere nationwide. In an illuminating editorial decision following publication of Horowitz’s “ad,” The Badger Herald refused an ad by the Multicultural Student Coalition at UW-Madison that labeled the Herald “a racist propaganda machine.” It seems only those with right credentials can advertise there. This raises the question: “free speech for whom?” The national debate over Horowitz’s “ad” and Horowitz himself, can be a valuable one if the discussion focuses on class and race. While hopefully running Horowitz off campus and out of town, students and their allies in labor and elsewhere, asking questions like the ones below will help students and the working class move away from the bankrupt “everybody has a right to speak no matter how horrible the speech is” argument. Why is the Klan protected by hundreds of riot clad cops when they have recruitment rallies while our union friends are beaten bloody and even killed by the cops/national guard when they strike? (Horowitz himself will be protected by armed guards and campus police. People might want to ask why, really, is the university allocating resources for his “protection?”) Who owns the media and who is given time/space on the various mediums? Who can purchase a TV or radio station, or newspaper (“ad”) to have their views aired? Who really controls so-called “free speech”? Why is racist, sexist and homophobic content allowed on virtually everything we see hear or read while unity and class solidarity is mocked or ignored? Where are the labor pages in the local paper? The CNN labor report? Where are the views/voices of Arabs, Muslims, South Asians, other people of color like Mumia Abu-Jamal and average working people amidst the current war hysteria? These questions and more should be raised when the so-called “free speech” argument comes to the fore. Because free speech ain’t free-or cheap. The truth is only certain people get to exercise this “right.” Bradley and similar organizations, David Horowitz, and their apologists know this. It’s time we do too. © 2001 Bryan G. Pfeifer. Article can be freely reprinted with credit given to author. <I>Bryan G. Pfeifer is a former Editor-in-Chief of The UWM Post at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and a member of the Milwaukee-based A Job is a Right Campaign. A previous version of this opinion/analysis was published as an editorial in the March 14, 2001 edition of The Post, www.uwmpost.com. </I>   

 Briefs. It's what's for dinner.    <b>Use <i>This</i> News! Dec. 10</b> <b>*Salvation Army boycott planned</b> <b>*Witches and pagans speak out against religious discrimination</b> <b>*UW Chancellor denies police access to international students</b>    <b>Salavtion Army Boycott planned</b> Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays is planning a boycott against Salvation Army for denying domestic partners benefits for gay and lesbian couples. The boycott includes dropping notes protesting the decision in the Salvation Army buckets this Christmas season instead of cash. See <a href=" http://www.pflag.org/advocacy/action.html">http://www.pflag.org/advocacy/action.html</a> and <a href="http://uspolitics.about.com/library/weekly/aa071001a.htm">http://uspolitics.about.com/library/weekly/aa071001a.htm </a> for more information. <b>Witches and pagans speak out against religious discrimination</b> Witches Against Religious Discrimination, Inc. is calling for pagans, Wiccans and witches to protest the state of Wisconsin's Senator's, Representatives, Assembly Members and Governor. This is in response to the dissent within state government regarding Waupun Correctional Facility hiring of Jamyi Witch as the state's first Wiccan Chaplain. She is the first Wiccan Chaplain (paid) in the United States within the Department of Corrections. After her hire, Rep. Scott Walker (R-Wauwatosa) has stated that he is considering eliminating funding for her position, which is also supported by Rep. Michael Huebsch (R-West Salem) and to pass legislation that would promote hiring Chaplains that were of the same faith as the majority of the inmates. He claims that the hiring of Jamyi Witch has both personal and political concerns because her faith offends many other religions such as Christians, Muslims and Jews. See <A href="http://www.ward-hq.org ">http://www.ward-hq.org</a> for more information. <b>UW Chancellor won't support police access to international students</b> UW-Madison Chancellor John Wiley said that UW will not participate in arranging and conducting interviews for the U.S. Attorney's office with a number of Dane County residents including UW-Madison international students, stating that the criteria for selecting individuals is broad-based and not related to suspected criminal activity. See <a href="http://madison.indymedia.org/front.php3?article_id=2218&group=webcast">madison.indymedia.org</a> for more information. Got news? Oh yes, you do! Until we have our site fully functional, feel free to send news updates to our mailing list at imc-milwaukee@lists.indymedia.org.  

 Reward offered for La Crosse anti-war graffiti artist   <i> Reposted from the madison.indymedia.org newswire</i><br> More than $1000 has been offered as bounty in the manhunt for the person or persons responsible for a spate of un-American anti-war messages that appeared in a respectable residential neighborhood in LaCrosse this past weekend. Nearly twenty-five reports were filed with a police force already mobilized to high-alert status by our nation's glorious war against terrorism.    The spray-painted and chalked anti-war and anti-Bush graffiti tags were centered primarily in the South Side neighborhood bounded by Madison, Main, 13th and 15th streets, an area well known for its expensive bourgeois homes. Messages including "Die Bush," "Kill Bush," "Die America," "freedumb," "Stinky America," "There's a Bomb," "USA Sucks" and "Oil for Blood" were painted on houses, garages, fences, sidewalks, concrete pavement, trees, vehicles and other pieces of sacred private property. An unnamed source told this reporter that black, white, brown, and gold spray paints were used, and that many of the slogans also contained obscenities that shocked residents. One of the first to notify police about the vandalism was Chris Bourne, who called the Authorities at about 11:30 p.m. Saturday about graffiti on a tree, two garages and a cement surface on the family's property on the 100 block of South 14th Street. After police were done taking pictures of the graffiti, about 1 a.m., Bourne tried to scrub off the painted slogans using paint thinner. "It wouldn't budge," he said. In a mighty effort to protect the holy sanctity of his property, Bourne has since he has painted over the graffiti on his garage and used heavy duty paint stripper and a metal scrubber to remove the paint from the concrete. In the past, Bourne had always blamed any affronts to his private property on UW-LaCrosse students on their way home from downtown bars, but he does not attribute this most recent attack on local collegians. <br><br> "College kids have never done something as organized as this," Bourne surmised. " Just the sheer area [of the neighborhood that was painted] tells me it was more than just a casual vandalism." The armed defenders of the social order reacted swiftly, and at 12.30 AM woke up Donna Sullivan, Bourne's neighbor, to inform her about that her garage, a cement surface, and her garbage can had been victimized in the horrific graffiti assault. Police warned her to remain vigiliant. Sullivan speculated that the perpetrators were at least in their late teens, because some slogans were painted high above the ground above the reach of children. Her profile of the suspects also characterized them as "irresponsible" and laboring under the burden of "fairly low self-esteem." Tod Edwards, whose beloved home on the 1400 block of King Street was vandalized, said three people have called him and offered to contribute money toward the arrest, convinction, and imprisonment of the vicious vandals."It's about time somebody stood up to this," Edwards said.  

 Letter sent to Norquist demanding investigation of murdered Milwaukee lesbian   <i>Reposted from the madison.indymedia.org newswire.</i> The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force in Washington, D.C., has sent a letter to Milwaukee mayor John O. Norquist, Common Council President Marvin Pratt, and County Executive Tom Ament demanding a more thorough investigation of the murder of activist Juana Vega.    The letter asks the executives to "give full consideration to enhancing the homicide charge with a charge that the alleged killer committed a hate crime." Vega, 36, was beaten, shot numerous times, and kicked on November 11 . She was active in Las Americas Without Borders, a social organization for GLBT Latino as in Milwaukee.<br><br> Arrested and charged in the death of Vega with first-degree intentional homicide while armed was Pablo Parrilla, 25, the brother of Vega's lesbian partner. According to a criminal complaint, the shooting occurred after Vega went to the south side home of her girlfriend's family to attempt a reconciliation. Instead, Parrilla confronted her outside the house, beat her, and shot her repeatedly. Carmen Murguia, a gay and lesbian community activist, alleges Parrilla had threatened to kill Vega on numerous occasions. "Pablo said, 'I am going to kill you because you are gay,' and quote, 'You turned my sister gay,' " Murguia recalls. Milwaukee County District Attorney E. Michael McCann said that Parrilla is being charged with first-degree intentional homicide while armed. McCann has been reluctant, however, to classify the killing as a hate crime. "He's already facing the most serious charges in the state of Wisconsin," McCann shrugged. But the NGLTF agues that it's vital to important to prosecute the slaying as a homophobic hate crime. "This vicious murder happened solely because the victim was a lesbian. This is exactly the reason that the hate crimes law exists," said Lorri Jean, executive director of the NGLTF. "The Wisconsin hate crimes law has been scrutinized by the U.S. Supreme Court and has been found constitutional, yet it has been rarely, if ever, applied in a case involving bias violence against a member of the Milwaukee-area lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender community. Now is the time."  
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 Season of Conscience visits Mayfair Mall<BR> By Bob Gifford   <img src="images/articles/season.jpg" Align=left width="200" height="175">MILWAUKEE, Dec. 15 &#8212; The fourth annual &#8220;Season of Conscience&#8221; campaign made its way to Mayfair Mall this year, highlighting Firstar Bank and its banking strategies as its focus for 2001. The campaign, a coalition of labor, activist and faith organizations, tries to get holiday shoppers to focus for a moment on themes of fair trade, living wages for workers in sweatshop economies, and this year, ethical banking practices. This year the coalition was asking people to help support Wisconsin Assembly Bill 34, a banking reform initiative.    This year&#8217;s campaign also asked people to call their state senators in support of Senate Bill 17. The two bills are identical and would give workers top priority as secured creditors if they are owed wages and benefits when their employer closes or goes bankrupt. Additionally, &#8220;Season of Conscience&#8221; asked City of Milwaukee residents receiving the flyers to contact their alderpersons to support a resolution to boycott World Bank Bonds. During last year&#8217;s &#8220;Season of Conscience,&#8221; several people were arrested while holding actions at Kohl&#8217;s stores. In March 2002, four people will stand trial on appeal to a district court after being found guilty of trespassing in the Village of Greendale, where last&#8217;s year&#8217;s targeted Kohl&#8217;s department store is located. This year there were no arrests made at Mayfair Mall. As has become traditional with these events, one group will begin singing carols as individual leafletters disperse around the mall and pass out flyers explaining the &#8220;Season of Conscience&#8221; action. The actions are not intended to be acts of civil disobedience, so once activists are asked to leave, they do so. The two bills in focus this year are important for laborers who, especially in the recent economy, might be laid off. According to Wisconsin Fair Trade Campaign, in 1998 a Firstar Bank lobbyist led an effort to change Wisconsin Wage Lien Law to give priority to banks over workers owed wages and benefits already owed, in cases of bankruptcy. This provision has already been used by U.S. Leather and Steeltech companies in denying wages owed to their former employees. Before the campaign, about 35 people representing a number of different groups met at the home of retired Briggs & Stratton worker Bill Lange. Lange serves as a liaison between labor and the faith communities in the greater Milwaukee area. Before departing for Mayfair Mall, the group heard a report on labor conditions in Nicaragua from Wisconsin Fair Trade&#8217;s Steve Watrous, who recently returned from a fact-finding visit to Nicaragua, which was a followup to last year&#8217;s &#8220;Season of Conscience&#8221; activities. Watrous noted that with U.S. blessing, a wide range of efforts to return most of Nicaragua&#8217;s economy to private ownership (privatization) are underway. (During the brief tenure of the Sandinista government, many of Nicaragua&#8217;s industries had been nationalized and were being operated as publicly owned entities, and the percentage of workers unionized was very high.) Today, Watrous noted, as industries are returned to private ownership, utility rates have sharply risen, and the rate of unionization has fallen back to 15-16 percent, which is about the level in the United States. Nicaragua also labors under a burden of some $225 million annually paid for interest on its debt, as the nation has become firmly entangled in the globalization of trade which is fostered by transnational financial organizations such as the World Bank. Further, Watrous noted, the United States is still very involved in Nicaraguan politics; and privately run firms &#8212;including U.S.-based corporations &#8212; also play a large part in elections by using the strategy of threatening to move elsewhere should the Sandinistas be returned to power by the voters. Lange noted that the U.S. labor movement has become more active in anti-globalization efforts that often focus on sweatshops such as can be found in Nicaragua today, manufacturing clothing for such Unites States corporations as Kohl&#8217;s department stores. Last year&#8217;s Season of Conscience was held in the heat of a corporate campaign focused on encouraging Kohl&#8217;s Nicaraguan clothing subcontractor, Chentex, to recognize the union and pay higher wages. Much of labor&#8217;s anti-globalization involvement, he noted, has been more recent, as the fruits of globalization of trade have included mass permanent layoffs of U.S. workers in a wide range of industries. This year&#8217;s &#8220;Season of Conscience&#8221; was sponsored by Milwaukee County Labor Council, Wisconsin Fair Trade Campaign, Pledge of Resistance, Faith Community for Worker Justice, Wisconsin Council of Seniors, and MICAH. In addition members of Industrial Workers of the World and Greater Milwaukee Green Party took part in the action.   

 Briefs for Dec. 21   <b>*President of Argentina resigns</b> <b>*Demonstrations against the European Union held in Belgium</b> <b>*Season of Conscience 2000 trial date moved</b> <b>*Milwaukee activists to ask city to boycott World Bank bonds</b>    <b>*President of Argentina resigns</b> Argentina President Fernando De la Rua has resigned in response to the ecomonic crisis the country is experiencing. At least 22 people have died and several hundred have been injured in Argentina as anti-government demonstrations escalated due to an economic crisis that has crippled the nation. On Wednesday, a nationwide strike led to the resignation of the Finance Minister who oversaw the liberalization of the national economy. Argentina now faces $155 billion debt and a soaring unemployment level, in part due to its implementation of International Monetary Fund policies. Read more about this <a href="http://www.indymedia.org" style="color: Red;">at the main indymedia site</a>and from the <a href="http://argentina.indymedia.org" style="color: Red;"> Argentina indymedia.</a><br><br> <b>*Demonstrations against the European Union held in Belgium</b> Belgium, whose capital is also the capital of the European Union, currently holds the EU's six-month presidency. Between December 13-15 it is hosting a crucial inter-governmental conference at which the EU's grand ambitions are : draft a European constitution, enlarging the Union to the East, public services and privatisation, arranging a common asylum, unemployment, education, immigration, and repressive policies. Read more about this <a href="http://www.indymedia.org" style="color: Red;">at the main indymedia site</a> and at the<a href="http://www.indymedia.org.uk" style="color: Red;">United Kingdom indymedia.</a> <br><br> <b>*Season of Conscience 2000 trial date moved</b> Due to a conflict, the "Season of Conscience" trial was postponed from Dec. 17-18 to March 3-4. The trial is for the four people arrested for trespassing at Kohl's Department store in Greenfield at last year's "Season of Conscience."<br><br> <b>*Milwaukee activists to ask city to boycott World Bank bonds</b> In conjunction with the World Bank Bond Boycott campaign, the Wisconsin Fair Trade Campaign will lobby the city to boycott the bonds Jan. 22. The Wisconsin Fair Trade Campaign has been working on the Boycott campaign for the last 6 months. The World Bank Boycott resolution will be introduced by Alderman Don Richards on Jan. 22.   

